EURIPIDES
step therefore from these chambers dearest to my love.
And here is Death himself, I see him coming, Death
who dedicates the dying, who will lead her down                 25
to the house of Hades. He has come on time. He has
been watching for this day on which her death falls due.
(Enter Death, armed with a sword, from the wing.
He sees Apollo suddenly and shows surprise.)
Death
Ah!
You at this house, Phoebus? Why do you haunt
the place. It is unfair to take for your own                            30
and spoil the death-spirits' privileges.
Was it not enough, then, that you blocked the death
of Admetus, and overthrew the Fates
by a shabby wrestler's trick? And now
your bow hand is armed to guard her too,                            35
Alcestis, Pelias' daughter, though she
promised her life for her husband's.
Apollo
Never fear. I have nothing but justice and fair words for
you.
Death
If you mean fairly, what are you doing with a bow?
Apollo
It is my custom to carry it with me all the time.                    40
Death
It is your custom to help this house more than you ought.
Apollo
But he is my friend, and his misfortunes trouble me.
Death
You mean to take her body, too, away from me?
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